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Ft. Bissell Museum to re-open

By RANDY MOLL
Review Editor

The Fort Bissell Museum
is set to re-open again for vis-
itors. The museum will be
open through September.

Reconstructed after the
style of the old stockade fort
of the 1870s, the Fort Bissell
Museum, located on the west
edge of Phillipsburg, is a
place to go back in time to the
years of the early settlers of
Phillips County. All of the
buildings at the museum are
original buildings from
Phillips County, and almost
all of the items at the museum
were donated or loaned from
county residents.

Old Fort Bissell (1872-
1878) was built in 1872 on
the land of John Bissell,
while roving bands of Indians
were still in the area. It was
located on a bend of Bissell
Creek, west Phillipsburg, and
protected by steep banks on
three sides (north, south, and
west). The original fort was
constructed of cottonwood
logs, sharply pointed at the
top. Inside the stockade was a

cabin for provisions and a
lean-to along the north wall
which provided shelter from
the elements.

Fort Bissell was never a
federal military post, but was
built by settlers as their
means of protection against
the Indians. Many of the set-
tlers were Civil War veterans;
and when they gathered at the
fort during an alert, they still
put out their picket lines and
advance scouts. The fort was
kept stocked with provisions
at all times so that, when rid-
ers warned area settlers, all
they had to do was hurry to
the fort. In 1878, after the last
of the Indian raids in Kansas,
the original fort was torn
down.

Buildings at the Fort
Bissell Museum include: the
Lutjharm Cabin, built in 1872
on Prairie Dog Creek near
Woodruff and moved to Fort
Bissell in 1961; the cabin
built by Fred Albright, in
1872, which was located on
Cactus Creek northwest of
Logan; the 1887 Dayton

School District No. 97 one-

room school, which was orig-
inally located 12 miles north-
west of Phillipsburg (the
building still has many of the
original schoolroom furnish-
ings); an 1885 store building
from Woodruff, which was
moved to the museum in
1961 and renamed the Fort
Bissell Mercantile; the
wagon house and depot at
Fort Bissell; and the depot
from Glade, which now hous-
es railroad memorabilia and
is a starting point for visitors.
A sod house, which replicates
the original sod houses of
early settlers, was built on the
site in 1970. The museum
also houses the Kingery Gun
Collection.

The Fort Bissell Museum
is open to visitors from May
through September, Tuesdays
through Saturdays, from
noon until 6 p.m. The muse-
um is closed on Sundays and
Mondays and on July 4th.
Randy Vaughn is the new
caretaker for the museum.

O GIVE ME A HOME -- The Fred Albright Cabin, pictured
above, was built along Cactus Creek (near Logan) by Fred
Albright, in 1872. This cabin built of native cottonwood, has
found a home at the Fort Bissell Museum, Phillipsburg.
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GENERAL STORE -- The old mercantile store pictured above once stood in the town of
Woodruff (along US 383 Highway, five miles west of Phillipsburg). It is now a part of the Fort
Bissell Museum.



